
155РОССИЙСКИЙ ЖУРНАЛ БИОЛОГИЧЕСКИХ ИНВАЗИЙ № 1, 2024

УДК 597.21.5

FIRST RECORD OF EXOTIC ALLIGATOR GAR, ATRACTOSTEUS 
SPATULA (ACTINOPTERYGII: LEPISOSTEIFORMES: 

LEPISOSTEIDAE), FROM DAL LAKE, KASHMIR, INDIA

Aadil Hussain Maglooa*, Farooz Ahmad Bhata, Syed Talia Mushtaqa, 
Sabina Iqbal Darvea, Hilal Ahmada

aFaculty of Fisheries, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology of Kashmir, Rangil, Ganderbal, Jammu and Kashmir, 190006 India

e-mail: *aadilhussain@skuastkashmir.ac.in

Received September 25, 2023; revised January 5, 2024; accepted February 25,2024

A new record of an exotic alligator gar, Atractosteus spatula (Lacepède, 1803), from Dal Lake is presented 
in this paper. The unauthorized introduction of alligator gar into Indian waters is concerning, especially as 
it is not on the approved list of aquarium fish species for import. Similar instances of invasive species dis-
rupting indigenous fish populations have been documented across India, emphasizing the need for stringent 
monitoring of the aquarium trade.
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